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E) "SERVING A DISTINGUISHED READING PUBLIC WITH THE 
FINEST IN UNDERGROUND HUMOR SINCE 1969” 


A Message from the Publisher 


Dear Readers, 

The year was 1969, and the Revolution was in full swing. It was “Make Love, Not War," “Off 
the Pigs!”, and on Haight Street in San Francisco colorful street vendors chanted: “acid, 
speed, lids. ..". Meanwhile across town in a decaying former opera house, four Texans 
(Gilbert Shelton, Jack Jackson, Dave Moriaty and myself) plotted to Rule the World by corrup- 
ting its youth with a new “art form” 一 dnderground Comix! Together we bought an old printing 
press and began turning out psychedelic dance posters and classy literature, paying the rent 
and buying paper to print more comix. We named our new company The Rip Off Press. 


Right from the beginning The Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers , created by Gilbert Shelton, 
were the backbone and the symbol of The Rip Off Press. Their drug-crazed, anti-authoritarian 
lifestyle reflected the radical subculture that was forming, not only in America but throughout 
the Western World. As the years went by, their humor struck a chord in millions of readers. In 
1971 the first collection of Freak Brothers comix, The Collected Adventures of the Fabulous 
Furry Freak Brothers (Freak Brothers #1) was assembled from strips published in assorted 
other comics and the pages of The East Village Other and The L.A. Free Press. In 1972 The Rip 
Off Press was incorporated, and in 1973 it nearly went broke. Jackson and Moriaty went back 
to Texas, and | fired the entire printing staff. But the Fabulous Furry Freak Brothers rolled on. 


By now an whole new generation of fans has grown up, who missed the chance to enjoy the 
truly classic underground comix of the 60’s and early 70’s. This comix series strives to bring 
those great “lost” comix to the reader at a popular price. The Freak Brothers and other Gilbert 
Shelton comix in this first issue of Underground Classics are reprinted from Feds & Heads, 
Hydrogen Bomb and Biochemical Warfare Funnies, Facts о' Life Sex Education Funnies, The Rip 
Off Review of Western Culture (#3), and Feelgood Funnies #1, now all out of print, and from the 
more expensive paperback anthologies Thoroughly Ripped and Best of the Rip Off Press, vol. 
2. We at Rip Off Press, Inc. believe that the comix of the 605 still have an important message 
for the readers of the 807; so as the young lady on the inside back cover says, "Let's read some 
more of those and do it again!” 


Fred Todd 


President—Rip Off Press, Inc. 


UNDERGROUND CLASSICS #1 (Freak Brothers HO) Copyright © 1985 by Rip ОН Press, Inc. and Gilbert Shelton. All rights reserved under Intemational 
Copyright Law. No portion of this book may be reproduced without permission of the copyright holder. Printed in U.S.A. Published by the Rip Off Presa, 
Inc., Р.О. Box 14158, San Francisco СА 94114, publishers o! the finest in underground humor and salire since 1969. Send $1 fora one-year subscription 
(USA only) to our big Mail Order Catalog. Outside the USA, send 3 postal response coupons to receive a free catalog ма air тай. 
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